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Want Help Fine-Tuning a Business Idea? Find a Mentor

ine-tuning a business idea isn't easy. While _fairly. _
course-grained ideas are rather easy to develop, like:

creating a smartphone that’s designed specifically

for elderly people, fleshing cut the details is where expe- :
rience helps. This reality puts first-time entrepreneurs at’
a disadvantage. While there are many books and web-
sites about new business’ ideas; ‘what-many  first-time ™~
entrepreneurs find most helpful in' the. idea generation -
and perfecting stage is to find a mentor to gurde them =

through the process.

A mentor is someone who is morg: experrenced than
you and is willing to be: your counselar, ‘confidant, and’
go-to person for advice. There afe two; ways'te find a_

mentor First, you can-work with your. network of ac-
qualntances professors busrness_owners coaches

and il aut a prof“ le about
then- search profiles of
your nieeds. Once a match
take place through emar"
the phone; or'in person
website that provides

business founders who have had: excellent results: us—._;

/ing its service. A.number -of orgamzatlons provide

Seerch' oh Lmkedln_
: ‘.Adv nced) Peop!e

of raising money for_ your start-up and you're a student.

- at Oklahoma State University, you might type info the - -

- search bar “CFO Okiahoma State University.” The results. " .*
will list everyone with a Linkedin profile who |dent|fres _

. theémself as.the CFO (Chief Financiat Officer) of an-orga- - o

. nization and is a graduate of. Oklahoma State Unwersrty FRE

Yol 'can then: connect with the person through the'pri- . -

.vate email service within Linkedln. Most people: have-"_ .

" fond memories of their college days. As a result, everi - -

- éxperienced " entrepreneurs and eéxécutives: dre of‘ten"‘ UL

"dellghted to-connect with a studént at their alma mater

“The: ideal situation is to flnd a:mentor.in your own:

He optrons prowde a wrde range of mentors to choose

orimunity so.you can: mest face-to-face, whetherit’s: an‘} i
lurnni- of your university of someone else, S’ull théon-" . "




